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AIDS TO FORENSIC MEDICINE AND TOXICOLOGY. By Sir W. Bentley Purchase,
C.B.E., M.C., M.B., M.A.. M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Thirteenth Edition. (Pp. 299. 12s. 6d.)
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1960.
THIS book conforms with others in the Aids series. Its restriction to 250 pages has, inevitably,
posed the problem of what to include and what to omit and the author has aimed to
"provide a knowledge of forensic medicine sufficient to enable the student, the houseman,
and the average doctor to appreciate the impact of the law and social custom on medical
practice." Part I, comprising 100 pages, deals with the law relating to medicine and dentistry,
anid reflects Sir Bentley Purchase's legal training anld his long experience as a coroner.
It is well written and adequately fulfils its purpose. For some reason, sexual offences and
abortion are also discussed here, in separate chapters. Infanticide is disposed of in one
paragraph.
The next 60 pages deal with identification and aspects of forensic pathology. This section
suffers the most from the necessity to restrict the text and although the general descriptions
of the causes of asphyxia, types of wounds and effects of heat and electricity are adequate,
pathological detail is missing. There are a few inaccuracies. For instance, the author favours
asphyxia rather than biochemical changes as the cause of deatlh in fresh-water drowning
which he fails to distinguish from drowing in salt vater, and he ascribes the colour change
of traumatic asphyxia to bruising.
Part III is devoted to toxicology. In the preface the author states that the subject is so
big that it has been possible only to touch upon it. Nevertheless within the compass of
90 pages he mentions the law relating to poisons and dangerous drugs, drug addiction,
the treatment of poisoning and the effects of over sixty different substances. The result is
too sketchy. It would have been better to expand the description of the duties of doctors
and dentists under the Poisons and Dangerous Drugs Acts and to deal with fewer substances
at greater length.
Considering the restrictions imposed on the author the aim of the book has been fulfilled.
But whilst the reader will no doubt appreciate the impact of the law on medical practice
the book is inadequate for students preparing for examination in forensic medicine and it
is insufficient as a handy refercnce book for the doctor's bag or bookshelf. T. M.
HANDBOOK OF BACTERIOLOGY. By Mackie and McCartney. Edited by Robert
Cruikshank, M.D., F.R.C,P., D.P.H., F.R.S.E. Tenth Edition. (Pp. xi + 980; figs. 45. 40s.)
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1960.
THE manly bacteriologists who have come to regard a copy of "Mackie and McCartney"
as one of their most essential pieces of laboratory equipment wvill be grateful to Professor
Cruikshank and his colleagues at Edinburgh for this new edition. The most notable change
from the previous edition is the inclusion of a much larger section on viruses. This section
is admirable as far as it goes, but laboratories actually engaged in the diagnosis of virus
diseases will find the need for a more specialized book giving further details of tissue culture
techrniques, the preparation of viral antigens and the various diagnostic tests in current use.
The general chapters on microbial biology, infection, and immunity have been expanded
and to a large extent rewritten, and that part of the book dealing wvith systematic bacteriology
has been fully revised and brought up to date.
The editor states in his preface that he hopes the handbook in its present form will be
even more wi(lely used by medical students and others than it has been in the past. However,
it seems unlikely that the wealth of technical detail will appeal to medical students who
might reasonably prefer a smaller textbook containing not much more than they were expected
to knowv. The new edition of the handbook therefore remains essentially a laboratory manual
for the bacteriologist. The virologist will probably find too little information, and most
medical students and practitioners will find too much. D. S. D.
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